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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL



Composition of the Council in 2020 

Rules / representation:

. One person per country 
designated for a three-year 
term (by the full members of 
the country concerned)

. If the total number of 
producers represented by a 
country is higher than 1000,
each full member of the 
country concerned can send 
one representative, provided 
that the member represents 
at least 300 producers 

President Frédéric Blanchard FR

Treasurer Marc Albrecht-Seidel DE, LU

Vice President Kerstin Jurss SE

Vice President Remedios Carrasco ES

Vice President Mirek Sienkiewicz PO

Council’s Members

Karl Fraißler AT

Andreas Keul BE

Andjelka Pejakovic HR

Antti Alavuotunki FI

Sophie Espinosa FR

Marion Roeleveld IE

Eros Scarafoni IT

Ton Baars NL

Kathrin Aslaksby NO

Irena Oresnik SI

Stefan Truttman CH



Main topics/events of FACE’s Council 

in 2019-2020

• Raw milk issues: STEC, risks/benefits assessment, network of researchers

• Covid 19

• Other lobbying issues: Front of pack nutritional labelling ; Farm to fork
strategy ; Revision of hygiene package ; Vegetable carbon in organic
cheeses

• Meetings attended by FACE in 2020

• Relaunch of the website



Raw milk issues

• Work started in Valencia in October 2019

• Further collaboration in 2020 with Catharina
Berge (Swedish veterinarian and
epidemiologist working in Belgium) and Ton
Baars (microbiologist from the Netherlands)

• Survey about the situation regarding STEC
and raw milk sector in the different countries
+ synthesis by C. Berge

• In reflection: network of scientists ; risk
assessment on STEC ; benefits/risks
assessment of raw milk products



Covid-19

• Coronavirus is not an issue for food
 FACE don’t specifically work on it

• Some actions however:
• One page on the website (reserved access)
 links to members webpages

• Publication on FACE’s website of the EU Commission “Questions and
Answers COVID-19 and food” + a resume made by us

• Letter to the European Commissioner of Agriculture to ask for
adapted supports to our sector

 Meeting between FACEnetwork’s Board and DG AGRI on 25 August
 Topics talked: EU promotion programme, labelling/certification,

research programmes



Other lobbying issues

• Front of pack nutritional labelling
• Will European Commission make it mandatory?
 Letter from FACE to DG SANTE in June 2020

• Vegetable carbon on organic cheeses
• Only ashy goat cheese and Morbier can use it (in organic)
 FACE published and sent a position paper to European Commission and

Parliament

• Farm to fork strategy (Green Deal)
 FACE made and sent a position paper to EU Commission: farmhouse

and artisanal products are in the scope!

• Revision of the Hygiene Package
• “Farm to fork strategy” > a new food safety regulation within 2 years?
 FACE must follow this issue!



6 Council meetings in 2020!

21/01/2020 Council Brussels . Functioning (membership procedure)

. Lobbying working plan

30/04/2020 Council Video conference . Tour de table “covid update”

. Raw milk’s issues (STEC…)

07/05/2020 &

12/05/2020

Council Video

conferences

. Specific meetings about the covid-19

crisis and the consequences for the

sector

. Lobbying issues: working plan for the

next months

16/06/2020 Council Video conference

10/07/2020 Council Video conference . Decisions on General Assembly 2020,

Video contest, “online Congress”…

06/10/2020 Council Video conference . Strategic plan



Other meetings 2020

05/03/2020 DG AGRI CDG Milk Brussels . Farm to Fork strategy

. CAP reform

08/05/2020 DG SANTE Advisory group 

Plenary meeting

Video conference . Farm to Fork strategy

. Covid impacts

. Brexit impacts

04/06/2020 DG AGRI Stock taking 

CDGs

Video conference . Audit report on the functioning and efficiency

of the CDGs

05/06/2020 DG SANTE Advisory group 

Ad-hoc meeting

Video conference . Transparency Regulation

09/06/2020 DG AGRI 

Webinar

Video conference Presentation by the Commissioner

Wojciechowski

. Farm to Fork Strategy

17/06/2020 DG SANTE Advisory group 

Ad-hoc meeting 

Video conference . Farm to Fork Strategy

03/07/2020 DG AGRI CDG Milk Video conference . EU Promotion Programme

. Covid impacts

. Quality schemes assessment (GI, TSG)

15&16/10/20 EU Commission 

Conference

Video conference Farm to fork strategy conference

16/10/2020 DG AGRI CDG Milk Video conference . Impact Covid

. Farm to fork strategy

. CAP reform



Relaunch of FACE’s website



REPORT OF THE WORKGROUPS 
AND PROJECTS



HYGIENE GROUP 
. Diagnostic/strategic plan

TECHNOLOGY GROUP 
. Cheese defect database
. List of suppliers
. Diagnostic/strategic plan

MARKETING GROUP 
. Video contest
. Relaunch website (maps, visits, recipes)
. Diagnostic/strategic plan

WORKGROUPS’ ACTIVITY



From 01/09/19 to 31/12/20
Total budget: 166 906 €

22 partners – 15 countries


