
15th European Farmhouse and Artisan Cheese & 

Dairy Meeting 2025

Rovinj, 27. -29. October 2025.

Expert support for cheese producers 

in the Republic of Croatia



Beginnings...

2004 = establishment of the Cheesemaking Working Group 

within the Public Advisory Service 

2005 and 2006 = own education in cooperation with the 

scientific community (Prof. Samir Kalit, University of 

Zagreb, Faculty of Agriculture)



Activities from 2005 to present

• advisor training

• purchase of equipment for practical workshops

• education and association of producers

• lobbying (national legislation)

• research and projects

• expert excursions

• cheese evaluations

• expert meetings and events

• international cooperation .....

ALL WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY AND LOCAL 

AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT AND STATE ADMINISTRATION



Advisor training



Producer education



Association of producers

• 2006 – County associations (19)

• 2007 – Association of Small Cheesemakers Associations of the Republic of Croatia 

“SirCro”

• 2015 – Association of Small Cheesemakers Associations of the Republic of Croatia 

“SirCro” (without associations)

• 2025 – The Association has 40 permanent members, and there are even more small 

cheesemakers who are not members

In addition, in the Republic of Croatia today there are:

➢ Association of Small Cheesemakers of the LSŽ "Lika Škripavac„

➢ Association of Croatian Small Dairies (12 members)

➢ Pag Cheesemakers - Association of Pag Cheese Producers (12 members)



Lobbing

Veterinary and Food Safety Authority

➢ Regulations (2007, 2015, 2019)

➢ Adoption of VDHP, with the help of Slovenian colleagues (2013)

➢ Flexibility (2015)



The most important research and projects

• Proving of compliance of cheeses with microbiological criteria for 

Listeria Monocytogenes (cooked, crumbly and semi-hard cheeses) 

• Validation of product shelf life (sour cream, fresh cheese, yogurt)

• IPA project "Progress" - Regional cheese production - entrepreneurial

value for rural development

• Project "Cheese senses - Support to the cheese producers„

• FACE in itineres

• TEACHEESY

• Discover Farmhouse Cheese

• ....



Expert excursions



Cheese evaluations



Expert meetings and events



International cooperation .....



Expert support today...

• The public advisory service has changed names and leadership 

several times since 2005, but the cheese advisors have 

remained at the service of small cheese makers and have 

worked closely with the Association throughout.

• Today, the Association has the full support of the Ministry 

of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, which also includes 

the advisory service as the Directorate for Professional Support 

for Agricultural Development, since 2019.



• The Ministry strongly supported this conference with significant 

financial support and human resources (14 advisors are here, and 

half of them have been involved in the organization of the 

conference from the beginning with the consent and support of 

the Director Mr. Mladen Fruk).

• The scientific community also continues to be a great support to us 

advisors-cheesemakers and to the "SirCro" Association itself and its 

members (University of Zagreb: Faculty of Agronomy, Veterinary and 

Food Biotechnology, Polytechnics in Križevci, Karlovac and Knin). 

Today, professors are here with us: Samir Kalit, Milna Tudor Kalit, 

Rajka Božanić

Expert support today...



Cheesemaking today...

Cheesemaking today in the Republic of Croatia:

➢ 40 approved dairies (small, medium and large dairies for 

purchasing and processing milk)

➢ 140 registered family farm cheesemaking (with their own milk)

➢ 800 registered family farms for the production of fresh cheese 

and cream (flexibility specific to the Republic of Croatia)
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